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Dear Sisters and brothers,  

It is my pleasure and honor to address all of you at the opening of this consultation 
on scholarships as an instrument of theological education. You come from churches 
and organizations of the various regions of World Christianity. I am extending my 
word of greeting on behalf of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany 
(VELKD) which is formed of eight Lutheran churches in Gemrany, which are also 
members of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) which is hosting this 
consultation. Currently I serve as the presiding bishop of the VELKD. I also greet you 
as bishop of the regional mainline church, the North Elbian Lutheran Church which is 
in the process of uniting with two other churches. This union will be celebrated this 
coming Pentecost and we are praying and looking forward to this decisive step in the 
life of our churches.  

Although this process of union may sound in an ecumenical context like our meeting 
in these coming days more like a “Faith and Order” matter, let me underline that the 
question of education and formation has been and is a key issue for such a union 
and more generally for a protestant church in a society where you hit on the reality of 
global relations and their impact at any moment.  

As churches which will form one church very soon we bring into this union also the 
close relations with our direct neighbors in the Scandinavian countries in the North 
and the churches in the East. We live these relations very consciously because since 
a long time we have come to realize that many concerns and challenges for our 
churches do not stop at national borders. In this perspective we also live in the wider 
ecumenical community with our partner churches in Europe and beyond Europa in 
some of the regions you come from.   

So how do you educate yourself and the whole people of the church in such a way 
that these realities become constructive factors for your perception of the situation, 
forming the mindset of church members?  If a local church is not living in the 
consciousness and awareness of being a province of World Christianity its mind 
becomes parochial and this - as Ernst Lange never ceased to warn us - can turn into 
a kind of heresy. The church of the future is ecumenical church or it is not church at 
all! 
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We as churches all over the world live together as a learning family! We share our 
faith and hope, we are one in Christ across the borders of languages and countries. 
All the differences of culture and history are a part of our richness, god gives to us. 

In our process of unification we have been debating about the confluence of the 
various traditions of Reformation we come from. One strand in common we identified 
is the thrust of the Reformation instigating processes for an education for each and 
everyone one. Schools and universities have been founded and supported 
throughout the almost 500 years we are looking back to as protestant churches. In 
some way of view reformation is a movement of education!  

So we have been discussing how to, for instance, understand the role of the four 
theological faculties which we do have in the area of this coming church of which the 
one here in Hamburg is one.   

Theological faculties have several tasks but one important task definitely is to 
educate the future personnel of the churches. As churches we need this service of 
the faculties and we support a variety of institutions to secure the best possible 
formation for our personnel and the laity, the whole people of God, to serve the 
congregations and the society at large. And to give the world the good message of 
god’s word! 

Let me highlight in response to the theme of your deliberations in the coming days 
two aspects of these search which I see in the churches I am heading as bishop. One 
is to send members of our churches abroad so that they can make first hand 
experiences in the diverse contextes of World Christianity and learn from the 
responses of other churches and church related organisations to the challenges of 
their context. Especially in the younger generations this is an important program to 
foster the awareness of being part of world Christianity. The other aspect I wish to 
highlight is that churches and church related organisations in Germany do offer a 
variety of scholarships to enable formation and studies of persons from all over the 
world at our theological faculties and church related institutes. I am convinced that we 
need such international and intercultural communities of learning to alphabetize us 
mutually in our faith and service of a church that is proclaiming the Gospel and 
serving the people in a province of the World community of Christians. I understand 
that how to promote these transcultural movements and how to shape such programs 
in the best possible way and under the restrictions of time and funds we are facing is 
part of your discussions here.  

I am glad that my church supports the efforts in theological education by sending 
Rev. Dietrich Werner to Geneve for the program of education as a central part of 
ecumenism. And we know very well that he and all the others are very busy to form 
the program and to come to new steps. 

So I wish for these coming days fruitful discussions and creative ideas for a 
theological education in an ecumenical global mind which is adequate not only of the 
present day but of the times to come, and once again welcome!   


